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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 

 

Greetings and Happy New Year to all John J. Wright Alumni Association members and 
to family, friends and community!   

A new year brings great opportunities for new beginnings, new friendships, new 
partnerships, and new successes. As we look back over the years our hearts hold 
love and gratitude for those who had the foresight to conceive of and establish the 
John J. Wright Alumni Association (JJWAA) in the mid 50’s.  We applaud and salute 
past presidents, Mrs. Thelma Pryor, Mr. William “Big T” Taylor,  Ms. Connie Braxton 
and Ms. Lena Henderson for carrying the John J. Wright Alumni Association torch 
and, who lived up to the challenges of the school’s Alma Mata, experienced and then 
shared the rewards of having been John J Wright students and staff!  

With the election and installation of the new John J. Wright Alumni Association Board 
of Directors, we make a sincere promise to the membership and community to 
uphold The Primary Objectives and Specific Purposes of the John J. Wright Alumni 
Association, and to enjoy opportunities for fun-filled comradery while doing so.  
Since many have recently asked what the JJWAA does, we can start the year off by 
sharing this: 

Primary Objectives: 
• Retain connections among John J. Wright Alumni and community, Preserve and 

disseminate the history of African Americans in Spotsylvania County: 
• Promote, enhance and foster education and community welfare in the county 

in a charitable manner; and, 
• Promote fellowship among the alumni of Spotsylvania (Snell) Training School, 

John J. Wright Consolidated School and John J. Wright Middle School.  

Primary Purposes as outlined in the by-laws: To promote academic excellence in 
communities served by JWAA, Inc., promote community awareness in education 
and JJWAA, Inc.; support lifelong learning; engage in any activity that a Virginia 
nonprofit association may lawfully engage and, provide financial assistance to post 
high school students enrolling in undergraduate studies or technical school. We 
accomplished fund raising goals in the past by sponsoring a springtime Bingo Game 
and Sock Hop, a mid- summer Friends and Family Day and the Annual Dinner Dance 
as autumn leaves began to fall.  I am so happy to say that these activities will all 
continue, with enhancements! 

Critical Overall Goal:  Continuity and Sustainment of the John J. Wright Alumni 
Association and Delivery of Excellent Services.  Due to the drastic decline in 
membership, the John J Wright Alumni Association must remain goal oriented and 
focused on 2025-2027 JJWAA critical challenges and seek opportunities that will 
result in the continuation of the association. 

The incoming board accepts this challenges and plans the following:  

First Meeting of 2025  

Saturday, January 11, 2025 @ 12:00  

This year's gathering will take place in the John 
J. Wright Educational and Cultural Center, 

providing a wonderful opportunity for alumni to 
reconnect and engage with one another. New 
officers will be installed, and we encourage all 

alumni to save the date and join us for an 
afternoon filled with networking, updates, and 

discussions about the future of our 
association. Mark your calendars, and we look 

forward to seeing everyone there!  

 
New Board Members. 2025 - 2027 

 
President 
Shelby J. Robinson, 
robinsonshelbyj@gmail.com 
 
Vice President & Membership  
Jacquelyn 
Washington, cwashin711@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer  
Rita Pendleton, ritapendleton4@gmail.com 
 
Finance Secretary 
Linda Bundy, bundyl@verizon.net 
 
Secretary 
Sharon Taylor McGlone, sbt54@aol.com 
 
Assistant Secretary – open 
 
Parliamentarian – open 
 
Scholarship Committee Chair 
Sandy Coleman, Sandy_imani@verizon.net 
 
Ways & Means Committee Chair 
 Allegro Parker, allegro.parker@parkerfry.com 
 
Please contact Shelby Robinson or one of the board 
members if interested in the Assistant Secretary, 
Parliamentarian position or committee participation 
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Methodology: A Successful Two-Year Campaign for Membership Increases and 
Expansion –Upholding the original steadfast objectives and purposes of the John J. 
Wright Alumni Association requires that the Board of Directors join hands, minds, 
body and efforts with the extended John J. Wright School family, JJWAA membership 
and community to accomplish this critical goal. Doing so in a dedicated partnership 
will ensure successful continuity and sustainment of the JJWAA organization along 
with its impactful services to the community.  I take this opportunity to emphasize 
that successful services and benefits to the community can only be attained by 
building a strong, empowered membership and encouraging meaningful 
participation in JJWAA activities. Since the organization was created in the mid-50s, 
many have passed on to their final reward. The youngest JJW Consolidated School 
alumni, JJW Middle School attendees and members have already been blessed to 
reach their 60s and 70s, however, we still exemplify that JJW Wildcat spirit and want 
to pass on the history, accomplishments and opportunities to the next generations!  

The goal of the 2025-27 Membership Campaign is to recover the membership of those 
who have left the organization and to more actively recruit, include and increase the 
number of younger extended family members, the sons, daughters and grandchildren 
(who are our legacies) of alumni, of other current members and other contributing 
community members. Similar goals have been established over the past years with 
some successes and some less successful attempts. We pledge to have 
overwhelming success in meeting that goal with your assistance and input.  

We are not all talk and no action, therefore, the JJWAA Membership Application and 
return contact information is available with this newsletter. An electronic registration 
form is under discussion/development by the Membership Committee. We will 
orchestrate several memberships challenges this year with the help of the Ways and 
Means Committee and the JJWAA members themselves for instance, which family 
can register the most family and friends for membership? There could be an awesome 
prize waiting for you!! 

 I have solicited the expertise of the newly elected JJWAA Vice President, Jacqueline 
“Jackie” Woodward Washington to lead the 2025-2027 John J. Wright Alumni 
Association Membership Campaign. Mrs. Washington is a 1968 John. J. Wright 
Consolidated School graduate and has been an active contributing member for 
numerous years. Based upon her leadership and dedication to the association and 
community, she was selected by Melvin “Butch” Lewis to be Co-chair of the JJWAA 
Ways and Means Committee along with Shirley Minor from 2021-2022. Along with 
raising a commendable level of scholarship funds and increasing activities 
attendance, membership increased substantially during her tenure.  

Mrs. Lillian (Hart) Brooks has seen the critical need for the continuation of the 
association and has put her hopes of continuity into action by joining the JJWAA 
Membership Committee. We are excited and we welcome her ideas and input, the 
first of which is her offer to include alumni association information, membership 
applications and activities announcements in her church’s bulletins!  She challenges 
other members to do the same! Three Wildcat cheers for Mrs. Brooks!!! 

2025 UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 2025 
Bingo Fun, 4:30-7:00 pm  
Marshall Center (Old Spotsylvania Jr. High)  
8800 Courthouse Road 
Spotsylvania, VA 22553 
Cost: $15.00 Contact: Marilynn Brown, 
540-898-8260 or Sandy Coleman, 540-
845-5233 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2025 
Sock Hop, 7 PM – 11 PM 
Place: TBD 
Cost: $TBD 
Contact: Allegro Parker ,404-695-7272 
 
SATURDAY, JULY 19, 2025 
Friends and Family Day, 12 NOON – 5 PM 
Spotsylvania Sunday School Union 
Parkside  
7565 Courthouse Rd 
Spotsylvania, VA 22551 
Contact: Allegro Parker , 404-695-7272 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2025 
General Membership Meeting 
TBD 
John J. Wright Educational and Cultural 
Center 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2025 
JJWAA Annual Scholarship Dance – 
PLACE: TBD 
Cost: TBD 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2025 
Alumni Day of Commitment 
PLAN TO ATTEND SERVICE WITH YOUR 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
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President’s Message continued 

That leads us to the next goal…Goal: Solicit and utilize ideas and input from the membership to improve services and to sponsor 
meaningful, purposeful and productive membership activities 

Action on this goal starts with the very first JJWAA meeting on January 11, 2025. Members as well as prospective members will be 
invited to attend meetings. All meeting attendees will be extended the opportunity to provide input and to offer suggestions for future 
activities, etc. The Members Comments and Suggestions Form will be handed out at each meeting and JJWAA activity and it is also 
included in this newsletter for your use.  You may email comments to Shelby Robinson at robinsonshelbyj@gmail.com and you may 
pass information on through one of the board of directors or committee members as well.  

No, these are not the only actions planned for the next two years, but they are a great start to this New Year! There is much more to 
come my friends. The New Board of Directors, the Ways and Means Committee, The Scholarship Committee and Membership 
Committee are all on full speed.  Get ready for the next two fun years ahead!  

Shelby J. Robinson 

Please support our partner organizations 
 

John J. Wright Educational and Cultural Center Museum 
7565 Courthouse Rd, Spotsylvania Courthouse, VA 22551 
Phone: (540) 582-7583 
Opens 10 AM Saturdays 
 
Spotsylvania Sunday School Union 
https://www.spotsylvaniasundayschoolunion.com 
 
NAACP- Spotsylvania County 
https://www.naacpspotsylvania.org 

 

JJWAA Comments and Suggestions Form 

Name___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone__________________________________Email___________________________________________ 

Comments, Suggestions and Ideas: 

 

 

 

We welcome your input.  Please return this to any board member, or mail to JJWAA. PO Box 1061 Spotsylvania VA. 22553 

 

 

ALMA MATER (School Song) 

We love thee so, our dear ole school, 

We must shed forth thy thoughts. 

We’ll fight for thee with loyalty 

And spirit for which you fought!  

Our fears are dashed, our hopes are raised. 

Our faith in you will stand.  

Thy guiding light and rays are bright. 

May your cause never wane !  

 

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=john+j+wright+museum&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&dlnr=1&sei=edN2Z6HFF_bl5NoPoPSuuAI

